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intro: Anti-Theft Bike Painting

This is how to "uglify" your bicycle to prevent it from being stolen. | purchased a new bicycle and it was stolen 6 days after buying it! And | had to buy a second one. It
was stolen because it "looked" like it was expensive with bright blue stripes and chrome even though it was pretty cheap. This instructable will show you how to paint
your bike to give it an unique look as well as deter thief.

step 1: Get Supplies
For this step you need:

1 bicycle

1 roll of masking tape

1 can of flat black spray paint

1 can of florescence orange paint

| used Krylon Flat Black Spray Paint, Valspar Orange Fluorescent Enamel and Scotch Masking Tape for a total of $13.63 with tax.

Image Notes Image Notes

1. Valspar Orange Florescent Enamel 1. Schwinn Prelude 700. $236 from Amazon.com
2. Krylon Flat Black Spray Paint

3. Masking Tape



step 2: Strip Down Bike

Before you can start painting to you need to remove the wheels and any other things on the bike. For my bike, | removed my bike lock mount and my water bottle holder.
You will also need to lay down some newspaper as a shield for painting

Image Notes Image Notes

1. Don't forget to remove the seat 1. Remove the water bottle holder
2. Don't worry too much about the chain. It will be fine

3. Dis-assembled bike

Image Notes
1. Rear wheel needs a wrench

Image Notes
1. Front Wheel Release



step 3: Paint the Bike Black

You will want to paint the whole bike flat black. Use large, even strokes and spray the A-frame, the front fork and the rear frame. Make sure to get the underside of frame
as just spray painting from the side this spot will be missed. A handy tip is to place masking tape on the contact surface of the brake pads. This prevents any paint from

interfering with your braking when you first re-assemble the bike.

Image Notes Image Notes
1. Use large even strokes 1. Don't forget the inside edges
2. Paint the post

Image Notes
1. Finished black frame

Image Notes

1. A very handy tip is to place tape on thebrake pads so that no over-spray gets on
the contact surface.

2. Don't worry about the chain. Just don't spray it directly

3. | also took out the end caps from the handle bars and painted those



step 4: Apply Masking Tape
We are going to paint orange stripes so we need to place masking tape where we want black to remain. Take 6" stripes and wrap them around the tubular frame. Space
them out about 3-4" apart. Add some on the front fork and rear frame. Additionally you can add a stripe to the petal cranks and to the kick stand.

Image Notes Image Notes
1. Wrap 6" pieces around the tubular frame 1. The zebra look

Image Notes
1. Don't forget the front fork
2. Added bonus is the painting the kickstand

step 5: Paint the Bike Orange
Any bright fluorescent paint will work. | picked orange. Spray in between the masking tape to paint the stripes. It takes some work to not over spay and mess up the
contrast. You can use the black paint a second time to do some repair work.



Image Notes
1. Purchased from Michael's for $6.49

Image Notes
1. The first coat

Image Notes Image Notes
1. Paint several coats 1. You can clean up the over spay with a quick coat with the black paint
2. Some minor over-spray 2. Finished frame

step 6: Remove Masking Tape
Carefully remove all the masking tape that you applied earlier. Depending on how well you wrapped it there may be a bit of bleeding on the edges. You don't really need
to worry about this as if it looks bad then it is less likely to be stolen.



Image Notes
1. Nice contrast

Image Notes
1. Trash
2. Looking good

13
Image Notes
1. Finished frame

step 7: Re-Assemble Bike

Time to clean up and put back the on the wheels.



Image Notes
1. Completed bike

Image Notes
1. Return the wheels. Don't forget to tighten the back wheel's bolt

step 8: Enjoy

Time to drive around and show off your new bike.

Image Notes
1. Finished bike
2. Myself
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|leed says: Jul 2, 2009. 1:42 PM REPLY
You really ought to take more care to prevent paint from getting in your bottom bracket, head tube, and pedal spindles.

theRIAA says: Jul 1, 2009. 5:08 PM REPLY

what kind of lock are you using! Go to the store and buy 2-3 feet of the thickest chain they have and wrap it in fabric/rubber. Chain it to your bike with a
padlock, thicker than the chain. Make it easier to cut through the city's bike rack then your chain!

The only comparable lock to this one costs over $100. Just go buy thick chain for cheap! don't get "U" locks, they can be opened with a car jack or just a
hammer. don't get "cable" locks, those are the worst. If they cant just cut through them with heavy duty snips, they can pry the ends of the cable out of the
crimping on the end with 2 long metal bars or vice grips. | use a super small cable lock to lock my seat to my frame, that's all | trust it to do.

The only thing they can do to a chain and lock is cut it or pick it! This is too much work for most thieves!!! Never buy any bike lock you wouldn't trust to hold
your weight if someone threw your off a cliff!

nice instructable and nice bike. | always like a custom paint job, it not only deters thieves, it makes your bike feel more like your own.

canida says: Jul 1, 2009. 5:05 PM REPLY

Some folks | know always spraypaint their bikes an awful color of fluorescent pink - these bikes were pretty much theft-proof. Of course, it might discourage
you from riding the bike...

Rs master says: Jul 1, 2009. 3:05 PM REPLY
humm thats cool i have to do this...

Vespaland says: Jul 1, 2009. 8:55 AM REPLY
Hey, | have the same "Schwinn" paint job on my mountain bike. Those tiger stripes are awesome, bro!

Grimling says: Jul 1, 2009. 8:14 AM REPLY
| used this technique as kid , but when i grew older , i found out that bikethiefs also spray they're bikes to sell it again ...

ve2vfd says: Jul 1, 2009. 7:48 AM REPLY
Great idea! You made the "Tony the Tiger" bike, it's grrrreat! :-)

Other cool colours would be white and red (Wheres Waldo bike), black and white (Zebra Bike)! There is also purple with fluo yellow polka dots (polka dots
undies bike) :)

For night biking, a glass bead reflective paint would really light up the bike.

PKM says: Jul 1, 2009. 6:32 AM REPLY
Now why didn't | see this before my £250 GT went walkabout?

I actually quite like the colours, it might make the bike less thievable but will also make you more noticeable on the road (hopefully) and provide a nice talking
point when people say "dayum that is one ugly bike".

Hmm, | wonder if | should combine this with the retroreflective bike?
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